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Welcome to Issue 30 of our e-bulletin - we hope you find it useful and informative.  

This is addressed to: 
· Local authorities - Chief Executives, Directors of Children’s Services and 14-19 leads. 
· All YPLA funded providers – Principals/Heads of Academies, colleges with 16-19 provision, sixth form colleges, independent specialist providers and independent providers.

Local authority Directors of Children’s Services are asked to please forward this e-bulletin to Heads of their maintained schools with sixth forms.

If you would like us to add recipients to this distribution list then please send their e-mail address to ypla.bulletin@ypla.gov.uk.
Copies of all e-bulletins will be posted on the News section of our website. You can also sign up for alerts to new documents posted on the YPLA website by registering for our web alert service.  
All statutory guidance and legislation linked from this site continues to reflect the current legal position unless indicated otherwise, but may not reflect current Government policy.
Key headlines for strategic managers are as follows:
FOR INFORMATION OR ACTION:
Article 1 Academies Payment Dates
Article 2 ILR guidance for OLASS providers
Article 3 16-19 Bursary Fund – Arrangement for requests for additional funding
Article 4 Youth and Adult discretionary Learner Support MI 2010/11
Article 5 16-19 Transitional Arrangements Guide for 2011/12 Updated
Article 6 Education Maintenance Allowance take-up report July 2011
Article 7 WorldSkills Premiere Experience (WSPE)
You can click on any of the above to go directly to the article. 
	Information for all Academies

Article 1 - Academies Payment Dates 

	The YPLA has been made aware of a number of issues that can mean Academies incur significant costs (for example payroll) in advance of normal payment dates. In recognition of this, and in response to more general feedback about the benefits to Academies of a more immediate flow of cash, we have amended the payment timetable for the 2011/12 academic year. 

From September 2011, all regular payments from the YPLA will be brought forward from the 18th of the month to the 1st of the month (or the following working day, if the first falls on a weekend or a bank holiday). This means that Academies will receive payment in 12 instalments during 2011/12, rather than in 13 instalments which applied previously.

These changes are entirely about the timing of payments in 2011/12 and have no effect on the total amount of funding paid to each Academy.   

Payment dates for the academic year 2011/12 will be as follows:

1st September 2011
3rd October 2011
1st November 2011
1st December 2011
3rd January 2012
1st February 2012
1st March 2012
2nd April 2012
1st May 2012
1st June 2012
2nd July 2012
1st August 2012
Back up

	Information for all Offender Learning and Skills Service (OLASS) Providers

Article 2 – ILR guidance for OLASS providers

	Following the move to the single ILR process, the YPLA has worked with the Skills Funding Agency and the information authority to produce supplementary guidance notes for OLASS providers.  

Queries relating to ILR submissions should be emailed to servicedesk@thedataservice.org.uk            
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	Information and action for Academies, FE Colleges, School Sixth Forms, Sixth Form Colleges, Training Providers and Local Authorities

Article 3 – 16-19 Bursary Fund – Arrangement for requests for additional funding

	We have published a note confirming that the YPLA guarantees to make extra payments from the contingency to any provider who has more students in the defined vulnerable groups than they can afford to pay full bursaries from their original allocation. 

The note sets out the arrangements that YPLA will operate where a college, school, Academy, training provider or local authority requests funding additional to the allocation that it received in June 2011 for the 16-19 Bursary Fund. 

This note is available to download from the website at http://www.ypla.gov.uk/learnersupport/16-19-bursary. Please ensure that all providers who received allocations of the Bursary Fund are made aware of where to find this information.

It is important to note that providers are asked to submit data in the autumn, regarding the number of guaranteed bursaries and discretionary awards that have been issued as at 30th September.  This data will be used to allocate the remaining contingency on a fair and equitable basis. Details of the arrangements for data returns will be communicated shortly.

Also available on the website are an updated Q&A document for providers and local authorities, as well as the Guide for 2011/12.
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	Information and action for all providers in receipt of youth and/or adult discretionary Learner Support in the 2010/11 academic year

Article 4 - Youth and Adult discretionary Learner Support MI 2010/11
IMPORTANT: This MI collection relates only to discretionary Learner Support for 2010/11 - it is NOT related to the 16-19 Bursary Fund.  

The arrangements for the 16-19 Bursary Fund MI collections in 2011/12 will be communicated separately by the YPLA in the near future.

The YPLA will shortly be collecting the annual Management Information return for the spend of both youth and adult discretionary Learner Support (dLS) for the academic year 2010/11.  The YPLA is collecting the management information for adult dLS on behalf of the Skills Funding Agency.

As was the case for last year (2009/10), the data will be collected via the online web portal which can be accessed at: http://dls.ypla.gov.uk/data.  This is a secure area which requires a user name and password.

Providers can submit their 2010/11 dLS data from 1st September 2011 and are asked to complete it by 31st October 2011 at the latest.

Providers should use the same user name and password as they did for 2009/10 to access the web portal.  If you have forgotten your user name and password, you will be able to reset it from 1st September 2011 onwards using a ‘Reset password’ link found on the sign-in page.  If you are accessing the portal for the first time, please email dlsenquiries@ypla.gov.uk stating that you require access to the dLS MI Portal for 2010/11.

Please do not access the web portal to provide 16-19 Bursary Fund MI until the YPLA communicates the arrangements for this collection to you.
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Information for Local Authorities (Maintained Schools, School Sixth Forms), FE Colleges, Sixth Form Colleges, Academies, Independent Private Providers and Independent Specialist Providers

Article 5 – 16-19 Transitional Arrangements Guide for 2011/12 Updated
The 16-19 Transitional Arrangements Guide for 2011/12 has been updated. Version 2 includes information on the application process for new providers wishing to be added to the Learner Assessment and Payments System (LAPS). 

This guide is now available to download from the EMA website at http://ema.ypla.gov.uk/resources. 
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Information for all relevant 16-19 Providers and Partners

Article 6 – Education Maintenance Allowance take-up report July 2011
The latest EMA take-up report (July 2011) has been published to the EMA website. 

This spreadsheet details the total number of young people who have received one or more EMA payments in the current academic year. 

This is updated on a monthly basis.
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	Information for all parties 

Article 7 – WorldSkills Premiere Experience (WSPE)
Message from WorldSkills:
The WSPE is a conference and events programme you will not want to miss. Being held from 4th -9th October, 2011 at the WorldSkills London 2011 Competition, speakers from many different countries/regions and organisations will share their stories, their best practices, and their strategic plans for the future of skills around the world. John Hayes MP, Rt Hon Dr. Vince Cable MP, representatives from several Global Industry Partners, Androulla Vassiliou, the European Commissioner of Education, Culture, Multilingualism and Youth and Terry Morgan from Crossrail are but a small sample of the speakers who will be at the WSPE. Please visit www.worldskillspremiere.com for the complete list of speakers and details of how to book. 
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	If you no longer wish to receive this email, please notify us here



Please click here to see copies of the Skills Funding Agency’s Updates
 If you would like to give feedback on this e-bulletin, then e-mail us at ypla.bulletin@ypla.gov.uk
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