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NIACE e-bulletin

Working for more and different adult learners





The National Institute of Adult Continuing Education (NIACE) exists to engage more and different adults in better quality learning of all kinds. 
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NEWS
Further education and skills consultation launched

NIACE welcomes the launch, by John Hayes, Minister for Lifelong Learning, of two consultation papers seeking to transform adult learning policy for the future.
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Employers, colleges, training organisations and individuals are invited to share their ideas on the future direction of adult learning policy. The Department for Business, Innovation and Skills has published two consultation papers seeking to transform adult learning.

The first consultation , on the future direction of skills policy, sets out how the Coalition Government is approaching the task of developing policy, while the second consultation invites views on how to implement a simpler funding system, building on the principles of the recent review completed by Chris Banks.
Welcoming the consultation, NIACE Principal Policy Officer, Alastair Thomson, said:

"The advice that Government receives will help shape adult learning in England for the period ahead so responses to these documents will be as significant as the spending review itself in developing public policy for lifelong learning. At a time of unprecedented pressure on public spending, it is vital to ensure that the full range of economic and social benefits that adult education and training deliver are realised."

"NIACE staff and members will work closely together between now and October to produce a comprehensive and authoritative response to the Government's questions."


Read more on this news story
 

Maths4Us offers free taster sessions
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NIACE is offering free maths taster sessions to intermediaries and frontline workers in the voluntary and community sector, following the launch of the Maths4Us joint initiative between NIACE, NCETM and unionlearn.
The free 2-hour maths taster sessions will model maths-learning through fun and interactive activities that participants can pass on to colleagues. Offered by NIACE, the sessions will give individuals who have first-hand contact with adults in the community the enthusiasm and confidence to encourage them to take up maths-learning.


Read more on this news story 



New report calls for reform of UK's skills system 

A new report calling for reforms to the UK's skills system to boost the economy - published by the UK Commission for Employment and Skills (UKCES) on Wednesday 28 July 2010 - has been welcomed by NIACE.

Responding to the UKCES report, Ambition 2020, Peter Lavender, Deputy Chief Executive at NIACE, said:
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"We welcome Ambition 2020, particularly its well made argument that literacy and numeracy is critical, although NIACE notes that literacy and ESOL provision has been reduced in importance in the current funding arrangements. The report also argues for a blend of supply-side and demand-side responses - one without the other won't work - so there has to be a greater effort to drive up participation in learning. Without this there is unlikely to be much change in the UK's ranking. The report also puts forward a crucial argument that inequality - the UK is 24th in the OECD table - directly impacts on skills and jobs for the UK, but there isn't much comfort in how this should be addressed."

"Overall, Ambition 2020 is right in much of its analysis and here's hoping that the government also see a 'fierce urgency of now' in framing their response."


Read more on this news story

Read more news stories 



Terms and conditions:

Please note that the availability of conferences, courses and publications is liable to change depending on popularity. NIACE reserves the right to amend or withdraw any product or service featured.
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Upcoming Conference
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Disability and the Equality Act 2010 

Tuesday 14 Sept 2010, Leeds, £105
Wednesday 15 Sept 2010, London, £105
Tuesday 21 Sept 2010, Leicester, £105

Each briefing seminar examines the Equality Act and what its implementation will mean in practice for learning and skills providers, with particular reference to disabled learners and carers who are learners.

Find out more and book your place today
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Upcoming Training Courses
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Dyslexia Awareness training for work-based learning practitioners

Monday 16 Sept 2010, Leicester, £170

NIACE is offering a one-day training course based on its publication "Supporting learners with dyslexia in work-based learning". The training is designed to enable work-based learning practitioners and managers to support learners with dyslexia more effectively.

Find out more and book your place today



Beyond the Worksheet: An integrated skills approach to meeting the everyday literacy needs of adult learners 

Thursday 23 Sept 2010, London, £170

This workshop enables participants to gain a deeper understanding of the close links between all the elements of being literate and how this can impact on motivating adult learners and meeting their everyday literacy needs. It will be of interest to practitioners working with adult learners and delivering post 16 Skills for Life provision.

Find out more and book your place today
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Latest Titles 




[image: image20.png]



Family Learning: Professional Practice

Clare Meade, Louise Adams
£94.95

These training resources were developed in consultation with practitioners and key organisations in the sector to meet the CPD needs of the expanding family learning workforce.

Read more and order your copy today




Choice and Opportunity




Stephen McNair
£10.95

A guide for Local Authorities, Primary Care Trusts and their partners on learning, wellbeing, and the quality of life for older people.

Read more and order your copy today

 HYPERLINK "http://shop.niace.org.uk/family-learning-professional-practice.html" 
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NIACE (The National Institute of Adult Continuing Education, England and Wales).
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