Notes from the South East Regional Integrated Employment and Skills Working Group
Ranger House, Guildford - 22 June 2010
Today I attended on behalf of Association of Learning Providers South East, the South East regional Integrated Employment and Skills Working Group.  Below are some brief notes from the meeting

This meeting was attended by:

· Tony Allen – Skills Funding Agency (CHAIR)

· Sue Stevens – JCP Regional Partnership Manager

· Viv Ottoway – Skills Funding Agency

· Nicky Baker – JCP

· Tish Mason – Skills Funding Agency

· Rachael Mallic – Skills Funding Agency

· Sue Ormiston – Skills Funding Agency

· Fiona Willmot – Skills Funding Agency

· Jan Edrich – AoSEC

· Julia Valentine – Nexstep

· Jill Morgan – JCP

The remit of this group is to provide a regional focus on all aspects of Integrated Employment and Skills (IES), including Programmes for the unemployed, to ensure the delivery of a coherent service across the region and effective working relationships between Jobcentre Plus and the Skills Funding Agency.
Main points coming out of the meeting:

· All current ESF programmes will continue to current end dates.
· Skills for Jobs – the funding for this programme has been used up, SFA are looking at other budgets to see if monies can be vired into this programme.

· Response to Redundancy this programme has been well used and although some contract do have capacity most are being well utilised.  Programme end date December 2010.

· Young Persons Guarantee – Work Focussed Training started in April 2010.  This programme was not required in TV or HIOW and therefore only contracted for delivery in Surrey and Sussex and Kent and Medway.  Programme to end of March 2011.

· Young Persons Guarantee – Routes into Work.  Programme to end of March 2011.  Not getting level of jobs and referrals.  Providers can use their own employers and don’t have to register with JC+  Better use needs to be made of this programme.
· Six Months Plus – Programme to end of March 2011.  These monies can be used for short courses.

Next step

Nextstep will have a new contract from August 2010 so changes should be expected.  Nextstep will be re-branded as Next Step.  They will be promoting a universal IAG service which will not just be for the unemployed.  The new service will have 3 strands:

· Telephone Helpline

· Website

· Face to Face 

Lifelong learning accounts will be integrated into the web channel possibly with money attached to them.

Face to Face will be the priority strand.

The new Government are currently focusing on Information, Advice and Guidance and are much in favour of Skills Accounts and there will be much encouragement for both the employed and unemployed to take them up.  They will be renamed Lifelong Learning Accounts.
The main difference between the old Nextstep and the new Next Step will be:

· Joint CRM

· New national booking system for Face to Face meetings.

National Directory of Course Provision
· National Directory of Course Provision will be a key tool of the integrated adult careers service which goes live in August 2010.  It will provide individuals and careers, information and advice providers with accurate and comprehensive provision information.

· A totally new system which has been built to resolve the issues providers had with the national Learning Directory.

· It is a requirement of the Skills Funding Agency that all of its providers have up-to-date information on the directory of course provision.  

· All providers are expected to have updated their provision information on the directory before the ‘go-live’ of the integrated adult careers service at the beginning of August, this includes Apprenticeship provision.
For further information for providers:

www.coursedirectoryproviderportal.org.uk for information on how to upload data

Email coursedirectory@skillsfundingagency.bis.gov.uk with any queries about the Skills Funding Agency’s requirements.

Action:  Need to invite Viv Ottoway to speak on National Directory of Course provision at a future ALPSE Council Meeting.
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