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The National Institute of Adult Continuing Education (NIACE) exists to engage more and different adults in better quality learning of all kinds. 
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NEWS


National adult numeracy initiative launched


[image: image1.png]


NIACE has joined forces with unionlearn and the National Centre for Excellence in the Teaching of Mathematics to launch a joint strategy and initiative to improve adult numeracy.
At a time when more than one in five adults in the UK do not have the basic numeracy skills needed for modern everyday life the initiative will see volunteers helping family, friends and colleagues with maths.

Maths Messengers will be trained to act as volunteers for parents, colleagues and workmates. These people will not necessarily be maths experts, instead they will be given the training and resources to promote maths and encourage the take up of learning.


Read more on this news story 



Research examines learning needs of the disengaged 

If young people and adults not in education, employment or training, are to return to learning, it needs to be shaped around their individual circumstances. This is the key finding of new research carried out by NIACE and LSIS.

Some 2,500 young people and adults not in employment, education or training took part in the research. The young people had been through mixed experiences at school with many realising the value of learning only later in life. Many regretted not having better qualifications but cited problems such as bullying, poor relationships with teachers, falling in with the wrong crowd, suspension or expulsion as having clouded their early education. 

One young woman said:

"I haven't really got any [experience of school] because I had to look after my brothers...I had to bring them up since I was about 10 and then when I did go to school I just got bullied so I didn't bother with it, and the teachers never helped."

For adults, those with the lowest skills found it hardest to find sustainable work, and displacement from the labour market seriously damaged future life chances. The majority had a positive attitude to learning despite having struggled at school.

Now the findings are being put to good use by both LSIS and NIACE, and providers that carried out the research, to develop sustainable strategies to support young and adult NEETs.


Read more on this news story


Independent report calls for overhaul of fees in FE

NIACE has contributed to an independent review of fees and co-funding in Further Education in England, which has published its report recommending a series of shifts in funding of education for adults in this country.

Mark Ravenhall, Director of Operations at NIACE, said:
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"NIACE has been pleased to be part of a Review that has stressed an equitable balance in funding between state, employer and individual. Its recommendations are a reminder to government of the need for transparency, equity and flexibility in the design of any future funding system."

The Independent Review of Fees and Co-funding in Further Education in England is chaired by businessman Chris Banks, former Chairman of the Learning and Skills Council. The review's published report recommends a series of simple but powerful shifts in funding of education for adults in this country.

Chris Banks said:

"In certain cases, individuals or employers are supposed to be contributing with Government to the costs of Further Education courses. In this report, I have called this 'co-investment'. The current system for ensuring this co-investment happens is not fit for purpose. At the very time when we need it to be operating to its greatest potential, it is failing us.

I have undertaken this Review with representatives of employers, adult learners, colleges, training providers and others with an interest in adult education. I am very grateful to all those involved for their dedication to the task and to the future of the Further Education sector. The recommendations of this Review are the product of extensive discussions, and represent an agreed path to an improved future, a path guided by principles we can all share."


Read more on this news story and the recommendations made

Read more news stories 



Terms and conditions:

Please note that the availability of conferences, courses and publications is liable to change depending on popularity. NIACE reserves the right to amend or withdraw any product or service featured.
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Upcoming Conference
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Disability and the Equality Act 2010 

Tuesday 14 Sept 2010, Leeds, £105
Wednesday 15 Sept 2010, London, £105
Tuesday 21 Sept 2010, Leicester, £105

Each briefing seminar aims is to examine the Equality Act and what its implementation will mean in practice for learning and skills providers, with particular reference to disabled learners and carers who are learners.

Find out more and book your place today
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Upcoming Training Course
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A Woman's Place Practitioners' Workshops

Thursday 9 Sept 2010, Birmingham, Free course

This course provides information and practical activities to support practitioners to develop outreach and engagement activities with women from minority ethnic communities as part of A New Approach to ESOL.

Find out more and book your place today


How to transform your organisation through disability equality 

Tuesday 21 Sept 2010, Birmingham, £170

For those with an interest in and commitment to disability equality for staff and learners in all areas of lifelong learning.

Find out more and book your place today
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Book of the month 
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University Continuing Education 1981-2006 

Bill Jones, Geoffrey Thomas, Russell Moseley
£24.95

This story of the adult education system, and the driving principles behind it, have a valuable contribution to make in informing future strategy and policy in higher education lifelong learning.

Read more and order your copy today
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Special offer 
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NIACE Journal bundle

Only £99

NIACE Journal Bundle comprises a full years’ subscription to all three of NIACE’s journals – Adults Learning, Studies in the Education of Adults and Convergence.

Read more and subscribe today 
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Unsubscribe

NIACE will only send you relevant information, if you do no wish to receive this newsletter please email crmrequests@niace.org.uk with the subject header "unsubscribe" 
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NIACE (The National Institute of Adult Continuing Education, England and Wales).
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